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“A robust democracy requires
active participation.”― Pete Gallego,
Former US representative from Texas

Election Night is Fast Approaching, October 17 2017
Your vote is needed
Meet the New Editor
JJ Ubonwan Saeung, DDS

When I first moved back to the Lansing area in the summer of 2015, I got to
meet Dr. Lisa Knowles through the local area women dentists group. I am
impressed with the continuing effort that CDDS takes to create the sense of
dental community in Lansing and our nearby counties. As a relatively new
dentist, I am inspired by the dental leaders such as Lisa and others before me
and I hope to create a smooth transition for the Articulator and to energize the
newsletter by bringing interesting, up-to-date hot topics in the dental field to
you!
Any suggestions of the topics you would like more information or have it
featured, please send to Email: cddsarticulator@gmail.com
Cheers!
About JJ:
JJ grew up in west Lansing and received education from the University of
Michigan for her BS and DDS. Spending time in private practice 4 days a
week with Schaefer Dental Group, She is also providing care 1 day a week at
the recently opened Volunteers of America Delta Dental Clinic (430 N. Larch
St) to treat the homeless and disadvantaged individuals in the Greater
Lansing area. If you have any questions or interest in sending patients to the
VOA clinic, please contact JJ for more information OR read on to learn more

Greetings From the President
Hello again, it has been a while.The last time I was president of the

UPCOMING EVENTS
2017
Election Night and CE
Tuesday, October 17, 2017
6:00-9:00pm
"Take a closer look: Human
Trafficking and Substance Abuse
with Sheila Ann
Meshinski” (Satisfies required human
trafficking CE)
Henry Center
3535 Forest Rd, Lansing, 48901

Holiday Social Night
Thursday, November 30, 2017
6:00-9:00pm
Le Fille Gallery 336 E. Michigan Ave,
Lansing
RSVP encouraged

SEE YOU THERE!

Central District Dental Society was back in 2006, and the
commitment to become president was a long one. Your journey to
the presidency was a 5 year commitment, because just when you
thought you were done as the President, you had another year as
the Immediate Past President. So when you agreed to volunteer for
the job that was the beginning of the long 5 year trek. You had to
dedicate a lot of time to and effort to do your duties. You started as
Treasurer, and then moved to Secretary, then President Elect, then
President, and on to the Immediate Past President. Each of those
positions had specific jobs and tasks to complete. As the treasurer
you were in charge of the finances of the society, registrations for all
of the events, and responsible for balancing the budget and paying
all of the bills. The secretary position was responsible for attending
all meetings, board meeting, and special meetings to keep the
minutes and notes for the society. As the president elect, you were
responsible for setting your meeting schedules and continuing
education speakers for the upcoming presidential year, along with
helping out the current president. When you became president the
following year, you hoped that you would not have any issues to
deal with and wanted a smooth sailing year. After you finished that
year, you then were responsible as immediate past president for
filling the election ballot for the upcoming year. Your duties were
getting a person to run for the next 5 year commitment along with
finding people to run for the other committees and open chair
positions. It was a long 5 years, and we found that most of the
people who went through the positions would disappear after their
time was done and did not stay active in the society.
The CDDS Executive Board decided to change the bylaws and the
election process to make it more volunteer-friendly. It is no longer a
5 year commitment to hold any of the officer positions. You can now
Lbe
E elected into any of the positions and it is only a one term
commitment. There are committees for obtaining the continuing
education programs and social events, as well as a finance
committee. The positions are much more manageable, and do not
require the time commitments as before. So, I encourage everyone
to step up and become more involved in the society. It is a great
opportunity to meet new people, network, and get to know your
colleagues better. I thank you for the opportunity to serve as the
President once again, and I want to thank all of the members that
are volunteering in a position or on a committee. Without all of you,
the CDDS would not be able to function.
Sincerely Yours,

Greg Komyathy, DDS
Email: gdkdds@aol.com

Election Ballot Preview
CENTRAL DISTRICT DENTAL SOCIETY
Election Night
October 17, 2017
President: Vote for One
____ Dr. Greg Komyathy
____ _________________(Write In)
Vice President: Vote for One
____
____

Dr. Matthew Bloomberg
_________________ (Write In)
Treasurer: Vote for One

____ Dr. James Mashni
____ _________________(Write in)
Secretary/Executive Secretary: Vote for One
____
____

Dr. Sherill Behnke
_________________ (Write In)
MDA Delegate: Vote for One

____
____

Dr. David Golder
__________________ (Write In)
Committee on Peer Review—Ethics: Vote for three

____
____
____
____

Dr. Julie Gudmundsen (1st 3-yr term)
Dr. Patrick Gadola (1st 3-yr term)
___________________(Write in)
___________________(Write in)
Committee on Peer Review—Standard of Care: Vote for three

____
____
____
____

Dr. Kyra Blair (2nd 3-yr term)
Dr. Daniel Dirksen (2nd 3-yr term)
Dr. John Pogoncheff (2nd 3-yr term)
____________________(Write in)

NEWS SKIMMED
updates for you, in small bites

Is your practice electronic record at risk of
cyberattack?
Federal government now offers resources to
dentists in the case of cyberattack. The
Department of Health & Human Services
provides the checklist that includes steps to take
such as mitigation procedures and reporting any
breach of unsecured protected health
information. Check out www.Success.ADA.org
and search for “ransomware”for more
information.

Donated Dental Volunteers Receive Free CE
Credits
Did you know you can earn free CE credits for providing
care in your own office during your regular schedule?
As a program of the MDA, the Michigan Donated Dental
Services (DDS) program is now able to offer one free
continuing education credit for every two volunteer hours
you spend treating DDS patients.
DDS patients are carefully pre-screened and must be
elderly, permanently disabled, or medically
compromised and fall below 200 percent of the federal
poverty level, are uninsured, and in need of extensive
dental care. DDS coordinators handle all aspects of
organizing care, including ensuring that patients
understand the value of the care they will receive and
arranging lab or specialty services when needed.
You decide which patients you are able to see,
determine the treatment plan, and provide the needed
treatment in your own office. DDS will not ask you to
provide emergency treatment or ongoing care. Once the
patient’s original treatment plan is completed, DDS will
provide you with a CE voucher for your volunteer hours.
To learn more or volunteer today, contact the DDS
coordinators – Karn Cornell (Southeastern Michigan) at
517-346-9455, or Domonique Brace (elsewhere in
Michigan) at 517-346-9454.

Dental Clinic at Lansing VOA
The VOA Dental Clinic, opened earlier this year
in February, is accepting new patients. The clinic
(430 N. Larch St) is geared toward homeless
populations as well as disadvantaged patients in
the greater Lansing area. Five general dentists
(Drs. Peter Chiaravalli, Lisa Knowles, JJ
Ubonwan Saeung, Lucila Martinez-Castillo, and
Robert Mondragon) alternate providing care to
patients in need which include preventative,
restorative, extraction and dentures. The Clinic
accepts Medicaid and Healthy Michigan plans. If
you know patients in need and would like to
refer to the VOA clinic, please contact
Christina Arriaga at 517-574-7935
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Do you have ideas for the Articulator? How about
errors or inaccuracies? Do we have your correct
name and address? If not, send the changes,
too. Send all information and requests to JJ at
cddsarticulator@gmail.com.

Save the Dates 2018
Central District Dental Society Continuing Education Meeting
“A New Protocol for Integrative Dental Medicine” • Dr. DeWitt Wilkerson from the Dawson
Academy

Friday February 16th, 2018
Kellogg Center 219 S. Harrison Rd., East Lansing
8 am Registration • 8:30 am -3:30 pm presentation (Lunch 12-1)

Please mail registration forms and RSVP check to:
Dr. Juan Rodriquez • 335 W. Lake Lansing Rd Suite #100 • East Lansing, MI 48823
Don’t have the registration form? contact Juan at 216-269-9770

Spring Social
Friday, May 11, 2018
Old Town Marquee
Roaring 20's Speakeasy Party--appetizers, Dinner, Flapper girls, Gangsters, bootlegged
liquor, swing/jazz, swing instructional, Fun!

MDA Annual Session April 25th-28th 2018
Lansing Center
Look for a registration mailing in the coming months for the Social events or
watch for the registration in the Articulator newsletters.
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CDDS Officers and Committee Members 2017-2018
OFFICERS:
President
Vice President
Treasurer
Secretary
Past-President
MDA Trustee
Editor

Greg Komyathy
Greg Maxson
James Mashni
Sherill Behnke
Cathy Novak
At Large
JJ Ubonwan Saeung

517-347-0034
517-694-1000
517- 351-1733
517-332-8615
517-694-1000

gdkdds@aol.com
drmaxson@prodigy.net
james@mashnidentistry.com
behnkedds@aol.com
cathynovak@mac.com

517-321-1838

jj.u.saeung@gmail.com

Bylaws
Continuing Education
Finance
Legislation
Membership
New Dentist

Gregory Maxson
Juan Rodriguez
James Mashni
Susan Maples
Jason Mashni
Renee Owen/Emily Greenberg

517-485-5738
216-269-9770
517- 351-1733
517-694-0353
517-490-4884
517-543-5230

drgmaxson@prodigy.net
jcrperio@gmail.com
james@mashnidentistry.com
soos2101@yahoo.com
jason@mashnidentistry.com
emilyradner@gmail.com
charlottemidds@gmail.com

Nominations
Standard Of Care/Peer Review
Ethics
Programming
Publications
Public Relations

Vince Benivegna
Charlotte Cortis
Van Anh Peters
Steve Charchut
JJ Ubonwan Saeung
Mark Johnson

517-337-9759
527-487-6333
517-351-7123
517-321-0238
517-321-1848
517-482-4623

vbenivegna@comcast.net
drholly@hollydds.com
drspeters@att.net
scharchut@gmail.com
jj.u.saeung@gmail.com
mjohnstondds@gmail.com

Governance

Carl Pogoncheff

517-485-5738

Web Master
Golf Outing

Vince Benivegna
Don Burkhardt

517-337-9759
517-347-0946

drgmaxson@prodigy.net
vbenivegna@comcast.net
dburkhardt1@comcast.net

COMMITTEES:

SPECIAL COMMITTEES:

STANDARD OF CARE PEER REVIEW COMMITTEE MEMBERS (SUNSET DATE & TERM LIMITS)
Term Ends
Number of Terms
Gianh Portnoy
Gerald Crane
Roger Cheney
Charlotte Cortis (Chair)
Gregory Komyathy
John Pogoncheff
Kyra Blair
Dan Dirksen

Fall 2018
Fall 2018
Fall 2019
Fall 2019
Fall 2019
Fall 2020
Fall 2020
Fall 2020

Second
Second
Second
Second
Second
First
First
Second

Re-elected Fall 2016
Re-elected Fall 2016
Re-elected Fall 2016
If Elected Fall 2017
If Elected Fall 2017
If Elected Fall 2017

ETHICS PEER REVIEW COMMITTEE MEMBERS (SUNSET DATE & TERM LIMITS):
Heather Charchut
Julie Gudmundsen
Eric Eby
Beth Ann Faber
Van-Anh Peters (Chair)
Pat Gadola

Fall 2019
Fall 2020
Fall 2018
Fall 2019
Fall 2018
Fall 2020

First
First
Second
First
Second
First

Elected Fall 2016
If Elected Fall 2017
Re-elected Fall 2016
If Elected Fall 2017
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